                WATER SHORTAGES AROUND THE WORLD
                                            by  Sr. Gladys Marhefka, SGM
The following authors, Maude Barlow, Lester R. Brown, Tony Clarke, Al Gore, Fred Pearce and others are telling us that our lakes and rivers around the world are drying up. The Rio Grande in the Southwest of the United States is reduced to a small trickle. The reservoirs on the Yaqui River in the Sonoran Desert in Northwest New Mexico are dry. The Ogallala Aquifer (underground water reserves) used to grow our grain and which stretches beneath Nebraska, Southern South Dakota, Western Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Eastern New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming is giving less than half the output of water than it did during the 1970’s. Lake Powell in Utah by the end of 2004 was three-fifths empty, while Owens Lake in California has disappeared. 
Lakes are drying up and disappearing also in Africa, China, India, Iran, Pakistan and Mexico. The Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee in Israel are beginning to disappear, while the Nile River in Egypt, hardly makes it to the Sea.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Living on Earth, a water planet, you are probably wondering, why there is a shortage of clean water…where is it all going?  Stop to consider for a moment how water is used each day by the 6 billion and more peoples on this planet.  Water quenches the thirst of all living things.  It keeps us clean.  Farmers need water to grow our food and to transport produce. Water generates electricity.  Leisure moments are spent in or on water for swimming or boating and cruising.  Water is also used to grow cotton for our clothing. 

Fred Pearce in his book, WHEN THE RIVERS RUN DRY, tells us just how much water it takes to get us through each day.  The numbers are staggering:
         -    40 gallons of water to grow the wheat for the bread in a sandwich

         -  130 gallons of water for a two egg omelet

         -  265 gallons of water to feed the livestock for a glass of milk
          -   50 cups of water to grow sugar cane for 1 teaspoon of sugar

         - 2650 gallons of water to grow the coffee beans for 1 lb. coffee

         -   66 gallons of water for grapes for one glass of wine

         -   800 gallons of water to feed the livestock for a hamburger
         - 1320 gallons of water to feed the livestock for a steak
         -   650 gallons of water to produce 1 lb. of cheddar cheese

         -    25 bathtubs of water to grow 9 oz. of cotton for a tee shirt

Besides the quantities of water it takes for our daily life, water is threatened with the results of global warming, toxic dumping, urban and industrial pollution, the construction of massive dams, deforestation, over consumption and wastefulness of water each day.

Besides these reasons mentioned above for the shortages of water, another place that deserves our attention is the Bottled Water Industry. Today, this profitable industry sees water as a commodity to bottle and sell, regardless of the fact that the supply of fresh water is shrinking.  Bottled water is known as “blue gold” for large transnational corporations.
Household wells in rural areas and aquifers are becoming depleted due to the withdrawal of water for bottling and selling by corporations such as, Coca-Cola, Nestle and Pepsi at a cost, as much as 10,000 times more than the cost of tap water. These transnational corporations are also accessing springs and municipal water supplies around the Globe, in order to keep their $55 billion profit growing, with little regard for environmental consequences.
An example of environmental damage was discovered in 1996, by a rancher at Henderson, Texas, when he found his well had run dry just four days after Nestle began to bottle water at a new facility down the road from his ranch.

Also, the people of  Mehdigani and Plachimada in Kerala state in India, found their wells had run dry after Coca-Cola used the ground water in their towns to bottle and sell the water to profit their corporation.  As a result, the villagers have to walk miles to find clean water to drink. 
This summer, soft drinks bottled by Coca-Cola and Pepsi at 12 different bottling plants in India were found to have pesticide levels averaging 24 times those permitted under new Indian regulations. As a result, soft drinks by Coca-Cola and Pepsi have been banned in the Kerala state in India.
So, the next time you reach for bottled water, stop and think about the corporate theft of water taking place and how others are suffering hardships, due to this reality.  We must no longer stand by complacently knowing that our most precious resource is disappearing. We must enact public policy in our state and nation and promote a global policy to ensure that the water we have remains a human right and that it is protected and safeguarded for all peoples, now and for future generations. 

Two good websites for further information about this important issue are: www.stopcorporateabuse.org and www.polarisinstitute.org. These are two of many groups working on the critical issue of clean water while exposing corporate theft. The

book “BLUE GOLD” by Tony Clarke and Maude Barlow is also a good resource.

