                                       PRAYER FOR THE EARTH AND OURSELVES

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

GATHERING PRAYER

O God of all creation., open our hearts and our eyes to the wonders of Your presence among us.  May we see the signs of Your beauty within and about us and ever be in awe of the simple gifts of life.  Help us to give thanks for all of Your creation that shares this universe with us.  Peoples of every nation, animals of every species, all forms of vegetation, the planets, stars, and all the elements.  We pray this in the Name of Jesus in whom all was created.

GATHERING SONG

                                           THEIR MESSAGE FILLS THE WORLD

                                               BY DAVID HAAS

REFRAIN:     Without a word, without a sound,

                       Without a voice being heard,

                       Their message fills the world (2)

                       Without a word, without a sound,

                       Without a voice being heard.

                       Their message fills the world. (2)

                        The sky tells the glory of God,

                        Tells the genius of God’s word,

                        Day carries the news today,

                        Night brings the message to night.  (REF)

                         Without a word, without a sound,

                         Without a voice being heard.

                         Yes, their message fills the world.

                         Their news reaches its rim. (REF)   

READING FROM THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES    PSALM 19

How wonderful,, O Lord, are the works of Your hands,

The heavens declare Your glory,

In Your love You have given us the power

To behold the beauty of Your world

Robed in all its splendor.

The sun and the stars, the valleys and hills,

The rivers and lakes all disclose Your presence. 

The roaring breakers of the sea tell of Your awesome might,

The beasts of the field and the birds of the air bespeak Your wondrous will.

In Your goodness You have made us able to hear the music of the world.  The voices of loved ones reveal to us that You are in our midst.

A divine voice sings through all creation.

RESPONSE

Great Spirit, give us hearts to understand never to take from creation’s beauty more than

we give; never to destroy wantonly for the furtherance of greed; never to deny to give our hands for the building of earth’s beauty; never to take from her what we cannot use.       

Give us hearts to understand that to destroy earth’s music is to create confusion; that to wreck her appearance is to blind us to beauty; that to callously pollute her fragrance is to make a house of stench, that as we care for her she will care for us.  Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

Great Spirit, whose dry lands thirst.

      WE PRAY FOR YOUR POWER TO REFRESH YOUR LANDS.

Great Spirit, whose waters are choked with debris and pollution, help us to find the way to cleanse your waters.

      WE PRAY THAT WE NOT TAKE CLEAN WATER FOR GRANTED.

Great Spirit, whose beautiful earth is being misused, help us to find the way to restore beauty to Your handiwork.

      WE PRAY FOR YOUR STRENGTH TO RESTORE THE BEAUTY OF YOUR                 

       HANDIWORK.

Great Spirit, whose creatures are being destroyed, help us to find a way to replenish them.

       WE PRAY FOR YOUR POWER TO CARE FOR THE EARTH EACH DAY.

Great Spirit, whose gifts to us are being lost in selfishness and corruption., help us to find the way to restore our humanity.

          WE PRAY FOR YOUR WISDOM TO FIND THE WAY TO RESTORE OUR            

           HUMANITY.

Creator God, You who create us moment by moment and beget new beginnings, inspire us by Your perpetual creativity.  Help us to find reserves of resources deep within, in order for us to do the work You call us to for the good of the earth and the good of all peoples.  This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
