EARTH DAY – CELEBRATE  WATER
LEADER
Water, a most precious gift and blessing that surrounds us and sustains all life is a resource we too often take for granted.  Water contains many hidden messages. Let us together take some time today to reflect on this precious gift and give thanks.
OPENING PRAYER

CREATOR GOD, whose Spirit moved over the face of the waters, who gathers the seas into their places, and who sends rain upon the Earth that it should bring forth life: we praise You for the gift of water. Create in us such a sense of wonder and delight in water and all Your gifts, that we might receive them with gratitude and generously share them with all Your people to Your honor and glory. We pray this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
ODE TO WATER  from Earth Mama by Joyce Johnson Rouse

It roars and it trickles, it gushes and it dribbles,

It whirls and it ripples, water, water, water, water.
It’s wet and it’s quenching, drippy and drenching,

Rinsy and refreshing, water, water, water, water.
From the earth or from the sky, 
It cleanses and it purifies.

Pouring and swirling, lapping and whirling,
Crashing and curling, water, water, water, water.

Rushing and runny, fizzy and funny, 
Yucky or yummy, water, water, water, water.

READINGS: Let us now listen to the readings from Sacred
                        Scripture on WATER 

GENESIS 1

              In the beginning…a mighty wind swept over the waters…God said,

              “Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin,

               so that the dry land may appear.” And so it happened: the water

               under the sky was gathered into its basin, …and the basin of the 

               water God called ‘the sea.’

ALL

Praised be to You, O God, through Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure.
PSALM 65

You visit the earth and water it,

make it abundantly fertile.

God’s stream is filled with water;

with it you supply the world with grain,

Thus do you prepare the earth:

You drench plowed furrows,

and level their ridges.

With showers you keep the ground soft,

blessing its young sprouts.

You adorn the year with bounty;

Your paths drip with fruitful rain.

The untilled meadows also drip,

the hills are robed with joy.

ALL

Praised be to You, O God, through Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure.

MARK 9:41 
Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, Amen, I say to you, will surely not lose one’s reward.
ALL

Praised be to You, O God, through Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure. 
SHARING OF THOUGHTS ON THE READINGS

 Is there anything in the Scriptures that struck you about water?

NAMES WE GIVE TO WATER
We call you ocean,

We call you sea, gulf, strait,

bay, lagoon, river, falls, creek,

stream, lake, pond, spring.

We call you rain.

We call you pool, puddle, snowflake,

glacier, dew, mist, cove, channel, inlet,

cascade, brook, tributary, bayou, tarn.
H20
We travel your powerful currents

To meet our relations,

We flood our rice files.

We bathe our children.

We cleanse the dead.

We baptize, we purify, we do ablutions,

We heal with you – Holy Water
We remember to protect you.

INTERCESSIONS
                       RESPONSE: LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER

For the awareness that all of creation was made for Christ and in Christ, we pray…

For the grace to protect our lakes, rivers, streams and oceans for future generations, and all of creation, we pray…

For the grace to speak out to the corporations that are usurping clean ground water from the poor, we pray… 
For the just and equitable sharing of all natural resources, especially the resource of fresh clean water, we pray…

ALL

We give thanks, O God, for all the waters of the world, for quenching our thirst and providing us with strength. Water is life. We know its power in many forms – waterfalls and rain, mists and streams, rivers and oceans. With one heart, we give thanks to you for the gift of water. Amen.  
RITUAL

    Dip your fingers of right hand in a bowl of water and bless the 

    person to your right on the forehead.

