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Transfer of the Thrift Shop

Sponsoring a Thrift Shop has been one of the cherished
ministries of the Grey Nuns in the USA since 1969. Located either
in Lawrence, MA; Somerville, MA; or Nashua, NH, thrift shops
were established to serve the material as well as emotional and
spiritual needs of the people in the areas, and to financially help
the Grey Nuns missions whenever possible.

The latest Grey Nuns Thrift Shop opened in Nashua, NH in 1991,
foll owing the canonization of
Boilard was the devoted and caring Director until 2005. It has
been blessed with an indispensable group of dedicated volun-
teers, mostly lay people without whom it could never accomplish
all the good it does year after year. The group includes several of
Sr. Olivetteds own family

This year, in keeping with one of the mandates of the General
Chapter of 2006 to simplify the Grey Nuns structures, it was
discerned that it would be best to transfer the sponsorship of the
Grey Nuns Thrift Shop from the Grey Nuns to St. Joseph
Hospital, Nashua, NH.

On August 20, 2010, in a spirit of hope, there was a touching and
memorable celebration of the transfer, which was coordinated by
Kathleen Rice Orshak, recently appointed Vice President of
Mission and Ethics at St. Joseph Hospital. It was held in the Carl
Amelio Room at the hospital with tables adorned with bouquets of
beautiful daisies and where a panoramic display was set up for all
to admire.

Continued on Page 9 ==
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At Sea with God

On a picture perfect day, Saturday, May 22,
2010, seven of us Grey Nuns, Sisters Louise
Bourgeois, Ella Christian, Suzanne Forget,
June Ketterer, Joan Manion, Mary Sears, Helen
Si kor ski joined five
Retreat Center in Duxbury, MA for a memora-
ble oceanic experience, i At Sea wi
Our program began at Miramar, where Father
Tom Umbras led us in a guided mental voyage,
showing nautical slides and narrating an
imaginary life journey as if we were aboard a
boat on the seas of life. From the shipyard we
were launched into the harbor of family and
later set sail into the varied destinations and
experiences of growth and maturity.

~ ~ Thus prepared, we travelled to
Plymouth Harbor, MA where we

carefully stepped down the

gangplank onto our ship. It is

there we met our Captain and

crew of two, and soon began a

leisurely cruise into and around all the fascinat-
ing attractions along the shore and upon the wa-
ter, beginning with the historic Mayflower II. As
we slowly became accustomed to the peaceful,

unhurried pace of our vessel, we
could savor the quiet glory of
ocean and sky. Father Tom
continued, at intervals, with a
loud-speaker, able to be heard
whether inside or on deck, to eloquently de-
scribe our surroundings in meditative meta-
phors, such as wind and storm, anchors and
lighthouses, reminding us that boats are not
fashioned to remain in harbor, but to journey
on, supported by the waters, trusting our
Navigator to lead us to our ultimate Safe
Harbor.

A picnic lunch was provided, our appetites
whetted by the refreshing salt air. We
gratefully participated in a Litany for the
Seafarer in Love with God, appreciating the
mystery of water and praying that other
ocean-waters and shores may be healed and
protected. Thankful for an inspiring day of
true Retreat, our Skipper skillfully brought our
boat into dock, and we set sail for home.

~Sr. Ella Christian

Prayer Response Ministry

persons in need.

daMmi ssion of St .

Aiprayer customerso. She keeps track of th
> people express their gratitude in writing for her response and for the prayers of
the Sisters. Sr. Suzanne then shares those words of appreciation with the Sisters
by posting them.
AProvidence is marvel ous t o a)]ak$twargueritetwouldday. s o me
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o In April 2010, Sr. June Ketterer, Area Coordinator asked Sr. Suzanne Forget if she would
accept the responsibility of responding to the persons who send prayer requests to the
Grey Nuns on the website (daily average is 4 requests which are posted on the chapel
bulletin board at Youville Place). Sr. June thought it would be a consolation to those

Sr. Suzanne was happy to accept this new ministry. She saw in it another facet of the
Marguerite
& _making changes to the website in order to allow those who write requests to get
@ a response by providing their email address.

déYouvill e.

As of September 13, 2010, Sr. Suzanne has received 77 email addresses of

Peggy
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A 75 ™ Jubilee for Sr. Merilda LaBonte

*

% Grey Nun, the Sisters of St. Joseph Area gathered joyfully in the chapel at
Youville Place, Lexington, MA for a beautiful prayer service. Sr. June Ketterer,
Area Coordinator, presided accompanied by team members Sr. Dorothy
Cooper and Sr. Ella Christian.

Before the prayer, Sr. June welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the
varied ministries where Sr. Merilda served with much generosity during her long
life. She was a child care worker for 13 years in Lawrence, MA where she really
enjoyed her time with the children helping them grow to be fine adults. As sacristan at Youville
Hospital, Cambridge, MA for seven years, Sr. Merilda was very close to Jesus in the Chapel and
enjoyed preparing for the celebration of the

In 1955 Sr. Merilda moved to the Provincial House (now Youville Place) Lexington, MA for fifty-five
consecutive years. Here Sr. Merilda fulfilled different services to the Sisters throughout the years.
She consistently used her time and talents at the service of others, such as her seamstress skills,
producing perfectly crafted items for the Grey Nuns Bazaar and other projects. Even now in her later
years, Sister continues to reach out to the lay residents at Youville Place.

On May 8, 2010, in honor of S . Mer i | da7s"lamiesary tsead s

Ma s

Sr. June concluded that i N o w i n her 90606 s Meri |l da has become

praying for others and the world in general or just enjoying the presence of God with her as
she sits in her favorite chair outside the Ch

The openinghymnfi Si ng t o t Iseemed masnappaopriaté at the beginning of the inspiring
Prayer Service. Along with special psalms and litanies, at some point all the Sisters fervently
renewed their vows with Sr. Merilda.

The Sisters then proceeded to the Adult Day Center for an agape luncheon. There was much
conversation and laughter. Sr. Merilda seemed very pleased and was all smiles as she chatted and
reminisced with the Sisters.

After receiving gifts as tokens of the Sister
celebration and promised to pray for each Sister.

|A publication of Sisters of Charity of Montreal, AGrey NllPagez)l
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Celebrating Priesthood

As the Year of the Priesthood was coming to a close, the Sisters of St. Joseph Area had a special
celebration on May 21, 2010 for the priests who have served them so well through the years,
particularly at their headquarters on Pelham Road in Lexington, MA. Sr. June Ketterer, Area
Coordinator, Sr. Dorothy Cooper, Finance Coordinator, and Sr. Ella Christian, Healthcare
Coordinator organized the event.

The program began with a very meaningful Prayer
Service in the chapel at Youville Place prepared by
Sr. Gladys Marhefka. She had recruited two
outstanding musicians from St. Eulalia Parish,
" | Winchester, MA to do the honors: Cheryl Pongratz,
o ol Leader of Song and Holly Zagaria, Organist. They
4,;)‘\}:/ ‘*"’Y’ | brought with them an atmosphere of prayerfulness,
g which was appreciated by all.

Sr. June Ketterer addressed the attentive audience and thanked the five priests
who were able to be present: Rev. James Bertelli, former chaplain; Rev. Arnold

Coletti, Pastor at St. Brigid Church, Lexington, MA; Rev. Walter Cuenin ,
Chaplain; Rev. Ronald Gomes , substitute chaplain; Rev. Paul Kilroy , substitute
chapl ai n. (Six other priests, incl udi

invited but had sent their regrets.) Sr. June spoke about the challenges of being a
priestin ourtime.A You have blessed us with yo

shesaid. i You are priests of HOPE ¢é Be as
prayers. o

After the prayer, the Sisters and their guests proceeded to the Country Kitchen for a special
luncheon, served by the Youville Place Staff. Each priest was given a card expressing gratitude and
best wishes from all the Sisters, as well as a token of appreciation for the excellent gift of the
Eucharistic Celebration they provide so faithfully.

The priests were most grateful. They claimed that they receive more than they give as they preside
at the Liturgies at Youville Place. May God continue to bless them with courage, faith, and love
in their very valuable ministry.

You are priest
I be assured of a special

place in our prayers.
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50 Years of Consecrated Service to God

On May 15, 2010, Sr. Doris Tardiff celebrated her Golden Jubilee as a
Sister of Charity of Montreal. Rev. Walter Cuenin presided at the Eucharistic
Celebration which was followed by dinner attended by Grey Nuns and Sr.
Dorisd6 relatives and friends.

Sr. Doris was born in Clinton, Maine. As a Grey Nun, she spent many years

1 in food preparation in the kitchen of former Holy Ghost Hospital, Cambridge,

MA, the Provincial House, Lexington, MA, as well as at the former Maryvale

Rest Home sponsored by the Grey Nuns. In 1965, she became responsible

for the Sistersé6é dining room at the P
St. Ann in Worcester, MA for several months as a relief childcare worker.

In 1974, being called into far away missionary |-
work, Sr. Doris graciously accepted to go to St. i
Mi chael 6s | ndi an Mi s s| %
where she reached out to the local parishioners |
and worked at the convent.

Sr . Dori so Ieadership
in 1980 when she became the local Superior
(reappointed twice) of a group of Grey Nuns in
Lexington. Sr. Doris also served as Housekeep-
ing Supervisor and was receptionist several
times at the Provincial House.

Prayerful and generous, Sr. Doris has always done her utmost to
serve Jesus Christ in her varied ministries. Her ready smile and
sense of humor are appreciated by all. Sr. Doris is very gifted at cro-
cheting and knitting. For decades she diligently produced magnifi-
cent items either for selling or raffling, particularly at the Grey Nuns
Bazaars from 1981 to 1995.

In 1987, Sr. Doris began her four years of devoted service as Resi-

- dent Manager of the MI Residential Community. She competently
answered all the emergencies of the residents at all hours of the day and night, responding with her
well known kindness and gentleness.

Being a native of Maine, it was a pleasure for Sr. Doris in 1994 to be assigned as a volunteer at the
Gi ft Shop at St . Maryods Regional Medi cal Cent e
Sr. Doris continued to serve to the best of her ability as volunteer for the P

newly opened country store at Youville Place.

Sr. Doris characteristically finds her daily contacts with the peopletobe a| s @
golden opportunity to show them the compassionate love of her God. |
She never has idle hands, always having knitting or crocheting projects.
She has the innate gift of selflessly being kind and
helpful whenever she sees the opportunity.
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NEIGHBORS
W HQO
CARE

We are pleased to share that we have received three new volunteers over the
past few months: Gerhardt Krammer , Lorraine Hart , and Peg West. Gerhardt and Lorraine are
both employees at Youville Place, and Peg West is a young mother of two children in Waltham.
Gerhardt has been taking a World War Il Veteran grocery shopping, and Lorraine has been visiting a
woman with vision difficulty. Our clients have been so pleased to have them. Peg West will begin
her volunteering soon.

We received five new clients: a couple in their eighties, and three women in their eight-
ies. They were referred to us by the Combined Jewish Philanthropies in Waltham; Youville Place;
the Visiting Nurses of Care Group, affiliated with Mt. Auburn Hospital; and the manager at Francis
Cabot Lowell Mill, where we have our office. Neighbors Who Care is becoming better known in the
community and we are grateful for these referrals!

In mid-July, we mailed out questionnaires to
Clients, Volunteers and Referring Agencies to get some feedback on how Neighbors Who Care is
doing around its fifth anniversary. Fran Medgalia , a friend of the Grey Nuns, generously offered to
create these. We received some positive and encouraging responses. A sampling of these are:

Clients , in response to a question of why the program is helpful: i | need help sinc
shop or do many things by myself anymandf@oml|l Vil wa
to transportation, enjoy volunteer company. 0

Volunteers , in response to a question of why they are volunteering wrote: i They ar e | c
have people that reallyilnemay hred od olamdliid usdgmadaly
NWC6és values and goals of helping people in th
only a few hours a month. o

Agencies responded to a question on services needed said, i Our bi ggest needs
tion and friendly visitsand A NWC has been very responsive to t
your agency to be a valuable resource. 0

Kate Matheson has been working on
public relations for Neighbors Who Care. She is updating the web site, arranging for an article with
the Daily News Tribune in Waltham, and she has designed a post card to be distributed to churches
and doctords offices to advertise NWCO6s services

The next event will be held on March 20th 8 our annual brunch at the
Chateau Restaurant in Waltham, featuringthe n J e m J a z who will play Dixieland favorites.
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Retirement Celebration for Peter Davis

After 25 years of dedicated and outstanding service as President/
CEO of St. Joseph Hospital, Nashua, NH, (established by the
Grey Nuns in 1908 and now sponsored by Covenant Health

Systems of Lexington, MA) Peter Davis has retired.

Some 230 people gathered on May 20 in Nashua, NH for a spe-
cial evening honoring Peter, including the following Grey Nuns,
many of whom were privileged to serve with him during his
remarkable years in leadership: Sr. June Ketterer, Area Coordina-
tor; Sr. Dorothy Copper, Finance Coordinator; Sr. Ella Christian,
Health Care Coordinator; Sr. Jeannette Duhamel, Sr. Suzanne
Forget, and Sr. Eileen Otting.

Msgr. John Quinn of the Board of Directors gave the Blessing,

’_|which was followed by a delicious dinner in an atmosphere of

festivity and camaraderie. Later, there were many testimonies of
Petero6s out standing human and
many achievements. David Lincoln, President/CEO of Covenant
Health Systems who has known Peter throughout his career, testi-

fied that Peter was an extraordinary leader, possessing the ability to help others develop and be

their very best.

A Mr . New Hampsh
Hampshire Hospital Association,
the United Way of Nashua.

i reo, as he was <call ed, real ly

President of the Chamber of Commerce in Nashua, and head of

In her warm and enthusiastic remarks, Sr June Ketterer praised Peter for his leadership and creative
services helping to meet the needs of those in need of health care. She quoted the answer he gave

her when she asked him at the

upholding the vision and ethics of a Catholic Hospita. i The cat hol i c faith 1is
our
wou

heritage. o0 said
wi dows, the sic

hiring interview in 1985 if, as a Jew, he would feel comfortable

Peter. AfJesus was a Jew. Il n
k, and orphans; I feel that I

Sr. June said that was a good enough answer for her!

A lovely and comprehensive booklet was offered to each guest, illustrating the many improvements
of St . Joseph Health Care during Peterds tenure

mention the Car
i nval uabl e and

Manchester, NH.

di ovascul ar and Di abet es Center

me

b

generous support of Margueriteo:s
children) originally sponsored by the different branches of Grey Nuns and now under the Diocese of

It is undeniable 8 and was repeated many times during the eveningd that Peter proved to be an
excellent steward of the treasure that is St. Joseph Hospital, confided to him in 1985. He can be
assured of the love and prayers of all the Grey Nuns who have known and admired him. They are

grateful to Diwv

ine Providence for Peterdés years

|A publication of Sisters of Charity of Montreal, #AGrey Nunage7|



Sr . Marcia Honored as a OPi oneerl

Congratulations to Sr. Marcia Wiley from all the Grey Nuns of St. Joseph Area who are thrilled at
the news that she was recently honored as a "Pioneer" by the Foundation of CAPPE (Canadian
Association of Pastoral Practice and Education) at their Annual Conference. The event took place
April 28 thru May 1, 2010 at the Banff Conference Centre in Banff, Alberta, Canada.

When the organization was known as CAPE (Canadian Association of

n Pastoral Education) Sr. Marcia was certified as a Specialist in Hospital
Chaplaincy in 1987. Being very active with the Specialists across
Canada, she contributed to making CAPE a stronger and broader
association, inclusive of APractit
change of name to CAPPE (Canadian Association of Pastoral
Practice and Educati on) . influénkd & 0 s
Healing ministry of health and wholeness 0 and i s an ec
faith-based, spiritually grounded, bilingual, national, integrated
organization of Educators and Practitioners which is well recognized

and appreciated throughout Canada for their education, practice,
ethics, and standards.

Sr. Marcia was very active in the organization and worked toward
enhancing the Professional Standards of Practice and Accountability. She was the first Specialist to
serve as Vice President, President and Past President of the organization from 1995-1998.

Al't was indeed an honor and great surpr.i
APi oneer and Contributoro i n t~I%nMarcpWitey es si on:

Regretfully, Sr. Marcia was unable to be present at the Annual Conference of CAPPE, as she now
lives in Toledo, Ohio with her frail mother and volunteers at St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center. She
sent a sincere and meaningful message to be read at the Banff Conference. Here are some
excerpts:

Alt is with heartfelt gratitude and humility tha
a 0 Pi oincerdribubing to the development of the Canadian Association of Pastoral Practice and
Educationé How can one stand out when it was t

possibilities and depth? Indeed it was through collaboration, networking, dialoguing, dreaming and, ye:
arguing that CAPE was being birthed into a broader vision... A wonderful moment in our development we
when CAPE changed its name to CAPPE, which truly witnessed our journey and the changing times. It
Goddéds worké to build a future where Godds Spiri
continue to create Ministries which makes a positive difference in the lives of those you touch. Thank you ve
much for this recognition and God be with you. o

\ Congratulations, Sr. Marcia! /

We are proud of you!

sl MM
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Transfer of Thrift Shop (Continued from Page 1)

In attendance were twelve Grey Nuns from Lexington and
one from Lawrence, MA, as well as numerous volunteers,
friends, and some administrative staff of the hospital. David
| Ross, new President/CEO of the hospital, personally
introduced himself and chatted with everyone before the
program began.

% Kathleen Rice Orshak warmly opened and expressed her

y | admiration for all the good done by the Grey Nuns and
volunteers through the ministry of the Thrift Shop and for the
spirit that pervades the entire hospital. Later, Kathleen
recognized Gabrielle Brodeur, Manager of the Grey Nuns
Thrift Shop, evoking thunderous applause.

Standing: Sr. June Ketterer, Gabrielle
Brodeur; Seated: David Ross, Sr. Olivette

Sr. June Ketterer, Area Coordinator gave the history of other
Grey Nuns ministries in Nashua such as:

St. Joseph Orphanage established in 1901,

St. Joseph Hospital (and its multiple services to
the community) opened in 1908;

Mar guer it e(@ansitidhdl Aome for women

and children) opened in 1992.

Sr. June Ketterer presents $25,000 Thrift
Shop donation on behalf of the Grey Nuns

Sr. Olivette Boilard brought tears to the eyes of the audience as she related her experiences as
Director of the Thrift Shop for some 14 years and how much she loved that ministry and her
volunteers, some of whom are still active.

David Ross, new President/CEO of St. Joseph Hospital, expressed his pleasure at being present for
such a moving and upbeat celebration. He spoke of the solid foundation (Grey Nuns spirit) on which
St. Joseph Hospital is built and the enthusiasm for the mission of Saint Marguerite which the Thrift
Shop represents and which he senses is very visible at the hospital as well.

Kathy Rice Orshak expresses her admiration to the Grey Nuns and Thrift Shop volunteers.
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